
NEW CD:   We now have the new CD, “ALLMART”, which was recorded 

on 7th and 8th November.  This recording features Mart and the rhythm 

section.   This is the recording that Janet has been requesting for 

years!   As it was their Golden Wedding Anniversary last August, Mart 

decided he would definitely go ahead and record this CD as a present 

to Janet!   The tunes are as follows:   Hiawatha, Old Rugged Cross, 

S’posin’, So Rare, East Coast Trot, Amazing Grace, St. Philip Street 

Breakdown, City of the Blues, Frenesi, Burgundy Street Blues, Alone 

Again Naturally, That’s All, Misty, September Song, and King Porter 

Stomp.  The first number, Hiawatha, is a fine chance to hear a 17-year-

old Mart Rodger before he left the Manchester jazz scene to serve 

Queen and Country when he received his calling-up papers and joined 

the Army.   This is taken from a private recording Mart made when 

leading Mart Rodger’s Jazz Aces.   On banjo is Ralph Silvester and Bill 

Brennan plays washboard.  Bill was the manager of the band.   Eric 

Batty became the new leader of the Jazz Aces, to be followed by 

Dizzy Burton, and then the band folded.   On all the other numbers on 

the CD Mart is accompanied by Colin Smith (bass) and Charlie Bentley 

(banjo and guitar).   Roger Browne (piano) and Nigel Cretney (drums) 

join in on several tracks.    The CD was recorded in St. Thomas’s Parish 

Church in Stockport and was produced by Richard Scott, who has been 

the Sound Engineer on all the band’s records, going back as far as our 

first two LPs which were recorded at the famous Strawberry Studios 

in Stockport.   We thank Ray Cummings for his work in designing the 

record sleeve, Andrew Liddle for writing all the informative notes 

which are printed on the sleeve inside the front cover, and Steve Plews 

who co-ordinated the production of the finished CD.    Mart has been 

sending copies of the CD to various broadcasters and we hope it will 

find its way onto some radio programmes nationally.    

 VENICE:  About two years 
ago a lady mentioned that she 
would be celebrating  her “big” 
birthday in Venice and that she 
would be inviting the band to go 
along to play at parties there for 
her.   The band has just returned 
from a terrific weekend in Venice 
where they joined the guests at 
a party at Harry’s Bar on Thurs-
day night.   They played on Fri-
day at the next party in the Hotel 
Monaco and Grand Canal.    The 
next day everybody was taken 
over to Burrano Island and the 
band played there in the Trat-
toria “Da Romano”.    The music 
went down very well, not only 
with all the guests but also with 
the staff and other diners in the 
restaurant that day.    The band 
returned on Sunday evening 
having had a great time! It was a 
good job that Charlie’s hand had 
recovered from the operation so 
he could go too. 

 

MART RODGER MANCHESTER JAZZ    

 

Newsletter no. 57    march 2008 

RESIDENCIES:  We were confident that our new 

venue at Marple Conservative Club was going to be a 

success but when the list of dates for 2008 was 

handed over to the Club showing the 2nd Tuesdays of 

the month, we were told that another society would 

have preference on certain of the dates, which was not 

acceptable to us.    It was decided to change to an-

other venue and the Conservative Club in High Lane 

has been chosen.   The band will be playing there on 

the 1st Monday of each month.   We have already 

played two sessions there and quite a good number of 

people came along, which was a very promising start.   

The Conservative Club is a few doors up from the 

Horseshoe pub at the traffic lights on the A6 as you 

enter High Lane from Hazel Grove, and is just before 

Hillcrest Garage.  Like Poynton British Legion, it has a 

good car park and is wheelchair-friendly. 

HAYFIELD:   Jazz has been happening in Hay-

field for many years thanks to the dedication 

of our trombonist, Eric Brierley, but has been 

missing for a while.   We have decided to try 

a Sunday afternoon gig at Hayfield Conser-

vative Club which starts at 3.00 p.m. and 

closes at 5.30.   This is on the 4th Sunday of the 

month.   So far, two of these events have 

taken place but not many people have 

turned up.  Our friend, Mildred, wrote to Fred 

Burnett’s News web-page, 

www.jazznorthwest.co.uk suggesting that 

more people come and we hope they will.   

We will definitely be there on Easter Sunday, 

23rd March, but will then decide whether or 

not to continue. 
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FESTIVALS:   We are delighted to be invited back to 

the Abersoch Jazz Festival in June this summer.  Un-

fortunately it coincides with the one at Kirkcudbright, 

so our friends in Scotland have asked Mart to make 

sure to book their Festival for 2009.   We will also 

feature at the Pickering Jazz Festival on Thursday, 

24th July.   In September we will return to Canada for 

the Vancouver Jazz Festival.   This will be the fourth 

time we have played at this event and we look for-

ward to playing there again and meeting all the 

friends we have made both in Canada and the States.  

  

MORE PLACES TO SEE THE BAND: 

 

1st Monday of each month   High Lane 

Conservative Club, 8.00 p.m. 

2nd Monday of each month   Didsbury 

Cricket Club  8.30 p.m. 

3rd Thursday of each month  Poynton 

Royal British Legion  8.00 p.m. 

 

 
8th March  Thorn Grove Primary School, Cheadle 

  Hulme for Aud-Med. Tickets:  0161-998-9688 or 

  0161-973-5950 

23rd March   Hayfield Conservative Club 3.00 to 5.30 

28th March   Goostrey Village Hall 

31st March   Rotherham Jazz Club 

26th April     Tarporley British Legion 

9th May        Keswick Jazz Festival 

11th May      Wilbraham Arms, Alsager 

17th May      Madfortrad at St. Michaels on Wyre 

28th May      Risley Park – Near Derby 

31st May      Boston Spa 

13/14th June  Abersoch Jazz Festival. 

28th June      Fulwood Old Chapel, Sheffield 

  Tickets required 

30th June      Rotherham Jazz Club 

19th July       Britannia Hotel, Nottingham, Jazz 

  Weekend with Denise and Tony 

  Lawrence 

24th July       Pickering Jazz Festival 

10th Aug.      Wilbraham Arms, Alsager 

18th Aug       Eagley Jazz Club 

30th Aug.       Chinley W.I.Hall, Tickets required 

14th Sept.       Buile Hill Park, Salford. 

21st Sept.       Hayfield Country Show and Sheepdog 

  Trials 

25-28th Sept.  Vancouver DixiFest 

4th Oct.          Chadkirk Chapel 

5th Oct.          Wilbraham Arms, Alsager 

17th Oct.     Aughton Village Hall 

18th Oct.     Calver Village Hall 

24th Oct.     Tarporley Community Hall 

31st Oct.      Sale Conservative Club 

8th Nov.      Wrenbury Village Hall 

13th Nov.    Burton-on-Trent, Marston’s Social Club 

22nd Nov.    Goostrey Village Hall 

28th Nov.     Savoy Hotel, Blackpool.  Jazz  

                       Extravaganza with Denise and Tony 

                       Lawrence 

11th Dec.      Tatton Park Christmas Concert 

  Tickets required 

14th Dec.      Wilbraham Arms 

15th Dec.       Extra Christmas gig at Didsbury  

  Cricket Club   8.00 p.m. 

BROADCASTS:  Mart was invited to record an interview 

with Jill McKenzie at High Peak Radio (106.4FM) and this 

will be broadcast very soon.   Jill’s programme is presently 

going out between 10.00 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. on weekdays.    

On 30th March Mart will go to Bradford to be interviewed 

by Carl Gresham on Bradford Community Radio, 106.6FM.   

We met  Gresh on our third Transatlantic cruise on 

Sunbird.  He has kept in touch with us and we send him 

our Newsletter.    To read what Gresh says about the 

band you can go to the web-page for BCB Radio and click 

on Presenters and then go to Carl Gresham. 

GIGS FOR THE WARNERS JAZZ BREAKS AND 

JAZZ EXTRAVAGANZA:   Denise and Tony Lawrence 

have booked the band for many of their Jazz Week-

ends over the years, and we have three bookings at 

present.   The first of these is on the 19th July at the 

Britannia Hotel, Nottingham.   We will return to the 

Savoy Hotel at Blackpool for the next one on 28th No-

vember, and the third is also at the Savoy Hotel, 

Blackpool on 9th September 2009. 

 
TATTON PARK CHRIST-

MAS CONCERT 2008:  
We have just received the 
booking for the next 
Christmas Concert at Tat-
ton Park which will be held 
on 11th December 2008.   
This will be the 10th con-
secutive year that the 
band has played the Tat-
ton Christmas Concert! 


